
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

COUNTY OF CARROLL(S) 

CITY OF LANARK        February 18, 2020 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER/ROLL CALL-Lanark City Council met in regular session at the 

Lanark City Hall at 7:00 p.m. Roll call taken by Kim Hunter, City Clerk, showed Alderpersons 

present were Lance Leverton, Haley Grim, Brad Knutti, Weston Burkholder, Mark Macomber 

and Jay VanMatre. 

Mayor Ken Viglietta was present and presiding.  

Others present were: J.L. Hunter-Lanark Library Board President, Justin Rausch-owner of the 

Pharmacy building, Jason Alvarado-Maintenance Manager, Ed Mitchell-Attorney, Donalee 

Yenney-Treasurer and Kim Hunter-City Clerk. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE-was led by Alderperson Lance Leverton. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES-MOTION-was made by Alderperson Haley Grim and seconded by 

Alderperson Brad Knutti to accept the minutes of the February 4, 2020 meeting as presented. 

Motion carried by 5 aye votes. One Abstain: Alderperson Lance Leverton.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS- None. 

 

PHARMACY ALLEY ISSUE-POSSIBLE ACTION- Justin Rausch, the owner of the Pharmacy 

building, explained the issue of rain water and how it is getting worse entering into his building 

foundation and into his basement from the back parking lot. The council discussed and asked 

questions. The council decided that Jason Alvarado will look at it again and he will get together 

with Justin Rausch, Jennifer Leif and Andrea Rausch to discuss what should be done to solve the 

problem and then come back to the city council with their suggestions if they need to. 

 

LIBRARY REPORT-ACTION REQUIRED- J.L. Hunter, the Lanark Library Board President passed 

out a financial report to the council and did a report for January 2020. He reported what they 

have spent library funds on, what the library has been doing and what their projected budget 

increases are. The balance in their checking account is $64,614.55. The balance in their savings 

(Hi Fi) account as of February 2, 2020 is $26,796.64. They have a $100,000.00 CD. Mayor Ken 

asked J.L. if the library has had any electrical issues as the circuit breaker had kicked out. He 

asked J.L. to let Janie know to let him know if they do. Alderperson Haley Grim had asked about 

the lights in the library and J.L. told her that they were still working on them.  

 

BAND TRIP DONATION-ACTION REQUIRED- MOTION-was made by Alderperson Weston 

Burkholder and seconded by Alderperson Brad Knutti to Table the Band Trip donation until 

March 3, 2020. Motion carried by 6 aye votes. Alderperson Lance Leverton told the council 

what they are trying to plan and it is still in the planning stages. They are thinking of Walt 



Disney, or a New Orleans trip or Canada. It is for next summer and they would like a donation 

to help cover the cost of the bus. He said he will know more after their next meeting. 

 

SAY NO TO SNOW DONATION-ACTION REQUIRED- Alderperson Brad Knutti explained what the 

“17th Annual Say Not to Snow 5k Run” was and the Lanark Community Club is going to take it 

over and the money all goes to benefit the Eastland Council of Churches for the “Winter Wear 

Program”, he says it is growing and the date will be March 7th, 2020. He says they are looking 

for sponsorship money and he explained the three tiers of sponsorship. Silver is $50.00, Gold is 

$100.00 and Title is $200.00. Brad asked to make a proposal they make a donation for the Gold 

sponsorship for $100.00, he said all of the runners will get a t-shirt and the sponsors are listed 

on the back, the City of Lanark would be on it. MOTION was made by Alderperson Haley Grim 

and seconded by Alderperson Lance Leverton to give a $100.00 gold sponsorship donation to 

the “17th Annual Say No to Snow 5K”. Motion carried by 5 aye votes. One Abstain: Alderperson 

Weston Burkholder.  

 

OSD DONATION-ACTION REQUIRED-MOTION-was made by Alderperson Haley Grim and 

seconded by Alderperson Lance Leverton to Table the OSD Donation until March 3, 2020 and 

add LCC Donation to the agenda also. Motion carried by 6 aye votes.  

 

NOISE ORDINANCE ADDITION-POSSIBLE ACTION- Alderperson Jay VanMatre gave a report of 

his Animal Ordinance and Noise Ordinance committee meeting from February 11th, 2020. He 

said the recommendation from the committee is to leave the changes to the Animal Ordinance 

as is. There is no Noise Ordinance but they found the Nuisance Ordinance from 1984. Jay felt it 

is good the way it is. He will have Matt Magill put a reminder on the webpage for the Nuisance 

Ordinance and they will need to start giving out tickets and fines. The fines are progressive. The 

council also discussed the snow parking rules need to be followed and tickets need to be issued 

and fines enforced. Mayor Ken said he had a complaint that there is no papers in the 

newspaper bins by the Pharmacy to buy a paper. Alderperson Mark Macomber thought there 

were still papers being put in it. Alderperson Weston Burkholder will look into it and Mayor Ken 

will let the person that complained know that they are checking it out. There is no action. Matt 

will post the Ordinances on the website 

 

DAVE’S PLACE/LFC ALLEY PAVING-ACTION REQUIRED- MOTION- was made by Alderperson 

Brad Knutti and seconded by Alderperson Mark Macomber to proceed with the contract for 

Erickson Paving for the alley paving behind Dave’s Place. Motion carried by 6 aye votes. Mayor 

Ken said the contract is for $15,150.00 and they will provide 45 ton of rocks for base. They will 

grade shape and compact base. Pave 15’x280’ area with 3 ½”. Hot Mix compacted to 3”. 

Includes all labor and materials. Contract price includes prevailing wage. The City of Lanark will 

be responsible for removing the existing asphalt in alley.    

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION-EMPLOYMENT, COMPENSATIN, REAL ESTATE- None. 



 

STANDING COMMITTEES AND BOARDS-POSSIBLE ACTION- Alderperson Brad Knutti reported 

on the sanitary sewer project. He said the paper work has been signed by Law Jones. They have 

waived the Fehr Graham Engineering inspection. It will be handled internally by Lanark City 

Employees, Jason Alvarado and Jason DeMichele. The council discussed if there were any road 

posting issues and what the plan was also. He said they should be able to get started by the first 

of April. 

 

REPORTS-EMPLOYEES, ATTORNEY, CLERK, TREASURER, ALDERMEN AND MAYOR- Jason 

Alvarado reported on lift stations and well houses. He said he has met with Fehr Graham 

regarding the SCADA system and said we are on track to get it started. Ed Mitchell reported he 

will be doing two liens on the Tim Chapman properties. They will be filed in the next day or two. 

He said he received Census Bureau information and he has responded to it. Mayor Ken said it is 

important to do the Census as it does impact our Motor Fuel Tax and asked the council to 

encourage people to fill it out and send it in. It really helps themselves and the City. He said that 

Freeport could possibly lose their home rule form of government if people don’t participate in 

the census. It is a big deal and they need to get it accurate. Kim Hunter read a thank you note 

from Merle and Jean Sturtevant regarding their 75th Wedding Anniversary. They thanked the 

Mayor and City Council for the bouquet of flowers and the issuing of a Proclamation from the 

City for their 75th Wedding Anniversary. Mayor Ken said Ed Mitchell had written a wonderful 

proclamation and people appreciated it. Donalee Yenney reported on her Profit & Loss Budget 

vs. Actual for January 2020 and Changes in Bank Balance for 04-30-2019 to 01/31/2020. She 

said we are at about 83 percent of the budget. The balance is about $1.5 million with the 

$150,000.00 we borrowed. The budget’s projected income, without borrowing any money for 

all the big projects we have going on, is at $1.5 million. We are right at that amount this year. 

We are looking at borrowing $850,000.00. Donalee and Ken went to the bank and they told 

them they could borrow up to a million dollars. They gave them two payback scenarios. There is 

a 7 year loan and the payment schedule would be about $163,000.00 a year. The 10 year loan 

payback schedule would be $120,200.00 a year. The interest rate would be 3 ½ percent interest 

for both the 7 and 10 year scenarios. The interest rate would be looked at after a couple of 

years. The bank can’t guarantee that rate for the full 7 or 10 years. Donalee would like to put 

the Budget on the agenda for the next meeting. She said with borrowing the $850,000.00 it 

would bring us up to the full one million dollars borrowed. She said we would be $32,000.00 

short for the year in the budget with all the projects we have going on. Mayor Ken said we are 

doing a good job compared to past years. We are fixing and improving our infrastructure. 

Weston Burkholder reported on the Chamber of Commerce meeting they had with guest 

speaker Alex Kashner, the Superintendent of Eastland Schools. He said good things are going 

on.  He said we are at a level 4 category in the State. Financially we are doing good. We have 

had an increase of students of 6% and believes it will grow more. The grade school is the 

biggest influx of kids right now. He talked about the grade school, staffing issues, life safety, the 

base grading system and the pension cost shift. Mayor Ken Viglietta reported that he had 



talked with Moring about a new 4 year contract. This last year, from the old contract, along 

with the next three new years. Mayor Ken said it will be on the March 17th, 2020 Agenda with 

Steve from Moring Disposal and Utilities Clerk Denise Bormann attending. Alderperson Jay 

VanMatre said he would like to call Republic in Iowa and Waste Management out of Morrison, 

Illinois for quotes. Lance Leverton says we are going to have to raise our CIP’s but we need to 

find out where we are at with the new garbage fees. Ken talked about the SRO program and 

would like to invite and have Superintendent Alex Kashner come to a Lanark City Council 

meeting and be on the Agenda before any decisions are made on the SRO program with a new 

contract. The current contract runs out in May. The school pays 80 percent, we pay 10 percent 

and Shannon pays 10 percent. Ken said he saw Matt of Law Jones and said they will start their 

project in the middle of March. They are excited to be a part of Lanark. Ken reported the Tree 

Board had two members resign, they are Derek Carroll and Renee Krick. He asked for help for 

referrals if anyone had any. Ken said there would be a Northern IL Mayors Association meeting 

on Thursday, February 20th in Oregon, Illinois. He said there is a cancellation for one seat and 

asked the council if any of them were interested in attending. It is about watchdog groups 

forming and checking on small municipalities. He said he will report back to the council on what 

he has learned. Ken also reported he was in Savanna today with their Chamber of Commerce. 

They have a little different set up. They don’t have a chair of economic development, they have 

a consultant of economic development person that comes in and helps the Chamber as needed. 

They have a marketing person that handles the downtown and works with the City Council with 

the Chamber. They are now dealing with issues of the high school being moved. Ken invited our 

City Council to the Lanark Chamber of Commerce meeting for tomorrow morning at 8:00 a.m. 

He said that the Savanna Chamber of Commerce invited their mayor Chris Lane to talk at their 

meeting. He said the Lanark Chamber members would like to go back to having lunch with an 

hour meeting. The last meeting they had, 32 members attended. They served pizza from the 

Crooked Roof for lunch. Ken mentioned that the Mt. Carroll Chamber of Commerce supports 

the City of Mt. Carroll. Here in Lanark, the Lanark Chamber has no website, they use the city’s 

website and Matt Magill does a real good job with it. He said the Lanark Chamber of Commerce 

is getting it for free, where as in Mt. Carroll their Chamber is paying for their own website. He 

said the Lanark Chamber is going to try and bring back the Secretaries Luncheon. The council 

members said it would be easier for them to attend a Lanark Chamber of Commerce meeting if 

it was held at noon with a lunch. Ken said he has talked to the new general manager of Elkay for 

this area. He has offered to give a tour with the mayor if he can get 5 to 10 people interested in 

taking a tour of the Lanark Elkay facility. He said the building is set up in modular style and each 

modular could have a business in it with up to 25 people.  

 

ADJOURNMENT-MOTION-was made by Alderperson Weston Burkholder and seconded by 

Alderperson Lance Leverton to adjourn at 8:52 p.m. Motion carried by 6 aye votes.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kim Hunter, City Clerk 


